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I. Introductory Discussion  
 

Written agreements should be reached with neighboring agencies in adjoining 

jurisdictions or within the agency’s jurisdiction to provide assistance to each other in 

the event of a natural disaster, mass disorder, or other emergency situation. This 

directive specifies procedures to be utilized in situations requiring the use of Law 

Enforcement Mutual Aid, as well as situations requiring the activation of military or 

federal personnel in emergency situations. 

 

II. Jurisdictional Boundaries   [2.1.1] 
 

A. Areas of Jurisdiction of the Northampton Police Department:  

 

1. The City of Northampton Police Department shall be responsible for the 

enforcement of all applicable laws, statutes, and ordinances within the 

geographical boundaries of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, which 

includes the villages of Baystate, Florence, and Leeds. The boundaries shall be 
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as indicated in the official map of the city, a copy of which shall be posted in 

the Communications Center. 

2. Police officers of the City of Northampton may exercise jurisdiction outside of 

the City of Northampton’s geographical limits in the following instances: 

 

a. When operating under the uniform law on interstate fresh and continuous 

pursuit, which specifically authorizes the interstate fresh pursuit of a person 

in order to arrest them on the grounds that there is probable cause to 

believe they have committed a felony. Fresh pursuit is defined as pursuit 

without unreasonable delay. 

b. When operating under Massachusetts General Law on Fresh and 

Continuous Pursuit, which specifically authorizes that a Northampton 

Police Officer may, on fresh and continued pursuit, exercise their powers of 

arrest in any other city or town for any arrestable offense committed in 

their presence within this Department’s jurisdiction without a warrant, and 

return the arrested person to this jurisdiction. (M.G.L. C. 41, §98A)  

c. When operating under the terms and conditions of the newly executed 

Western Massachusetts Law Enforcement Mutual Aid Agreement (Section 

III). 

 

B. Areas of Concurrent Jurisdiction: [2.1.2] 

 

1. The Massachusetts State Police shall have specific responsibility for the 

investigation of motor vehicle accidents occurring on Interstate 91 and any of 

its access or egress ramps. In such cases, Northampton Police Officers shall, if 

necessary, respond to the incident to assist in the care of the injured and assist 

in the protection of the scene. 

2. The Massachusetts State Police shall have jurisdiction for the investigation of 

crimes occurring on state-owned properties. 

3. In all other cases, Northampton Police Officers have jurisdiction and specific 

responsibility to render proper service or investigate criminal conduct. The 

Massachusetts State Police shall be called in for non-motor vehicle accident 

matters, if mutually agreed upon by both departments, only when absolutely 

required and after approval of the Shift Commander or a higher authority has 

been obtained. 

4. The Northampton Police Department shall have concurrent law enforcement 

jurisdiction with federal agencies over all lands comprising the Veterans 

Affairs Hospital in Northampton under the Commonwealth’s acceptance of the 

Notice of Retrocession, prescribed in Chapter 221 of the Acts of 1976. 

 

III. Regional Services/Interagency Assistance    

 

A. Mutual Aid: 

 

M.G.L. Chapter 41 § 99 provides that the Chief of Police of a city or town, or in 

their absence, the Commanding Officer (Officer-In-Charge), may make a request to 

the Chief of Police, or in their absence, the Commanding Officer in another city or 

town, for emergency police assistance.  Under this statute, any officers provided to 
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the requesting city or town have the same authority, including power of arrest, as 

the police officers in that city or town, and enjoy the same immunities and 

privileges as if they were in their own city or town. 

 

Mutual aid is normally utilized in emergencies, or in situations that require the use 

of resources not immediately available to the requesting police department. Such 

situations include, but are not limited to: 

 

1. Assisting with large scale events. 

2. Assisting with the control or suppression of civil disturbances. 

3. Mass processing of arrestees. [46.1.3,h] 

4. Transportation of prisoners. 

5. Operation of temporary detention facilities. 

6. Acts of terrorism. 

7. Pandemic Situations. 

 

B. Requesting or Rendering Mutual Aid: 

 

1.  If the Northampton Police Department requests emergency assistance, the 

Officer-In-Charge (OIC) making that request is responsible to ensure that the 

Chief of Police, or designee, is notified immediately; that the assistance is 

terminated as soon as it is no longer needed; and that a full report is submitted to 

the Chief of Police.  The report shall include the reasons for the request, the 

identity and actions of all officers assisting from another jurisdiction and any 

other information pertinent to the incident. [2.1.3]  

2. If the Northampton Police Department is requested by another jurisdiction to 

provide emergency assistance requiring an expeditious response, the Chief of 

Police, or in their absence, the OIC shall determine if the request can be fulfilled 

and to what extent. In no case shall any emergency situation in the City of 

Northampton be left unattended, nor shall the safety of any citizen of the City of 

Northampton be jeopardized in order to provide such assistance. If assistance is 

to be provided, the OIC shall immediately notify the Chief of Police or their 

designee. 

 The OIC and any officer assigned to respond to such request, shall immediately, 

upon termination of the request for assistance, prepare a full and detailed report 

of their actions and the circumstances surrounding them. All personnel assigned 

to assist a requesting police department shall report to the OIC of that 

department. [2.1.3] 

 3. In the event the Chief of Police, or in their absence, the OIC, determines that 

no assistance or assistance differing from that requested can be provided, they 

will so notify the party requesting mutual aid as quickly as possible. 

 

C. Formal Mutual Aid Agreements: 

  

M.G.L. Chapter 40 § 8G allows cities and towns to enter into formal (written) 

mutual aid agreements with other cities and towns within the Commonwealth.  

Normally, such agreements cover situations that do not require an immediate or 

expeditious response. Rather, they are used to obtain or render outside police 

assistance when resources are needed, but not immediately available. Examples of 
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this include but are not limited to, coverage of outside details necessary for the 

public safety and for multi-jurisdictional investigative task forces.  Only 

jurisdictions with which the Department has a current signed agreement may 

receive or provide mutual aid for such purposes. 

 

The Northampton Police Department entered into the Western Massachusetts Law 

Enforcement Mutual Aid Agreement on 1/20/2015.  See AOM A107.a Formal 

Mutual Aid Agreements for agreement and list of entered municipalities.  See AOM 

A107.b Map of Mutual Aid Communities for geographic locations of entered 

municipalities.  These Multi-Jurisdictional and Regional Formal Aid Agreements will 

be reviewed annually each January by the Chief and shall be revised as requirements 

warrant.   

 

D. Emergency Situations, State/Federal Agencies: [2.1.4 & 46.1.2] 

 

1. In the event that it becomes necessary to request the assistance of any state or 

federal enforcement agency and/or any state or federal law enforcement 

resources in emergency situations, the following procedures shall be followed: 

 

a. The OIC at the time of the incident, shall contact the appropriate Division 

Commander and advise them of the situation and of the assistance or 

resources required. 

b. The Division Commander shall notify the Chief of Police, who shall 

determine if the requested federal/state assistance is necessary. 

c. In the event that the decision is made to request state or federal assistance, 

then the Chief of Police or, in their absence, the next highest ranking police 

official available, shall be responsible to request the necessary assistance 

through the appropriate channels. 

d. In the event that federal or state assistance is made available, the Chief of 

Police or, in their absence, the next highest ranking police official 

available, shall appoint a liaison officer to coordinate all joint activities 

until such time as the emergency situation no longer exists. 

 

2. Nothing in this directive shall preclude the sharing of resources or the normal 

and customary requests for assistance required in day-to-day police operations. 

 

Phone numbers: 

DEA: (413) 306-6920 

ATF:  (617) 565-7073 

FBI:   (857) 386-2000 

ICE:  (202) 282-8000 

SECRET SERVICE:  (617) 565-5640 

NATIONAL GUARD:   (339) 202-3999 

 

E. Emergency Situations, National Guard:  [2.1.4 & 46.1.2] 

 

1. In the event that an emergency situation exists that may require the assistance 

of the Massachusetts National Guard, then the following procedure shall apply: 

 

A107.a%20Formal%20Mutual%20Aid%20Agreements.doc
A107.a%20Formal%20Mutual%20Aid%20Agreements.doc
A107.b%20Map%20of%20Mutual%20Aid%20Communities.pdf
A107.b%20Map%20of%20Mutual%20Aid%20Communities.pdf
https://www.google.com/search?q=dea%20phone%20number%20massachusetts&rlz=1C1CAFC_enUS832US832&oq=dea+phone+number+massachusetts&aqs=chrome..69i57j0.13567j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&sxsrf=ALeKk02T0wlnBWFbHOtJgXn37lJ_e4VKQA:1584374216665&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=42001099,-71865952,77691&tbm=lcl&rldimm=5938676968695936579&lqi=Ch5kZWEgcGhvbmUgbnVtYmVyIG1hc3NhY2h1c2V0dHMiBRABiAEBWiUKA2RlYSIeZGVhIHBob25lIG51bWJlciBtYXNzYWNodXNldHRz&ved=2ahUKEwjskoDzrZ_oAhVFm-AKHVnXAtcQvS4wAHoECAwQHA&rldoc=1&tbs=lrf:!1m4!1u3!2m2!3m1!1e1!1m4!1u16!2m2!16m1!1e1!1m4!1u16!2m2!16m1!1e2!2m1!1e16!2m1!1e3!3sIAE,lf:1,lf_ui:4&rlst=f
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CAFC_enUS832US832&tbm=lcl&sxsrf=ALeKk00_X9OAADH9RIAfwDIkjfrdD58hSw%3A1584374224138&ei=0KFvXv-ACOKH_QbB6YPQAw&q=ATF+phone+number+massachusetts&oq=ATF+phone+number+massachusetts&gs_l=psy-ab.3...80598.81403.0.82311.6.6.0.0.0.0.158.435.0j3.3.0....0...1c.1.64.psy-ab..3.2.277...0i7i30k1j0i8i7i30k1.0.zzcKIRa7IXE
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CAFC_enUS832US832&tbm=lcl&sxsrf=ALeKk00hihweHL6HZy0f6Cb4ywD2RV7F8g%3A1584374307729&ei=I6JvXu6VLPCm_QbRvKroBA&q=FBI+phone+number+massachusetts&oq=FBI+phone+number+massachusetts&gs_l=psy-ab.3...28725.29620.0.29921.6.6.0.0.0.0.157.687.0j5.5.0....0...1c.1.64.psy-ab..1.3.437...0i7i30k1j0i8i7i30k1j0i8i7i10i30k1j0i8i30k1.0.jYiGsusmFRA
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CAFC_enUS832US832&tbm=lcl&sxsrf=ALeKk0334PLHJE2UwebjdJyg0NnPKbHeaQ%3A1584374385200&ei=caJvXqPYC6aQggfsxp3ICg&q=Homeland+security+phone+number+massachusetts&oq=Homeland+security+phone+number+massachusetts&gs_l=psy-ab.3...7463.9808.0.11758.17.14.0.0.0.0.270.2289.0j5j6.11.0....0...1c.1.64.psy-ab..15.0.0....0.3EIGgNEsfVo
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CAFC_enUS832US832&tbm=lcl&sxsrf=ALeKk014v88uIn6xsiGPOGb-Q4jUv_NMPg%3A1584374398106&ei=fqJvXrKLBpDp_QaW7aTYDQ&q=secret+service+phone+number+massachusetts&oq=secret+service+phone+number+massachusetts&gs_l=psy-ab.3...16771.20826.0.21984.31.19.0.0.0.0.198.2036.0j14.14.0....0...1c.1.64.psy-ab..19.7.1082...33i10k1j0i7i30k1j0i8i7i30k1.0.TdPwj8sZ17Y
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CAFC_enUS832US832&tbm=lcl&sxsrf=ALeKk00qZpCySN5agqSLV_dZeE50fdBS7Q%3A1584374421298&ei=laJvXqDlEcyt_Qay_InoBQ&q=Natonal+Guard+phone+number+massachusetts&oq=Natonal+Guard+phone+number+massachusetts&gs_l=psy-ab.3...32442.35367.0.35508.13.13.0.0.0.0.177.1405.0j10.10.0....0...1c.1.64.psy-ab..3.5.737...0i7i30k1j0i8i7i30k1j0i8i13i30k1.0.PKb_GAvir2I
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a. The Chief of Police, or in their absence, the next highest ranking police 

official available, shall evaluate the emergency at hand and determine what 

resources may be needed to resolve the crisis. 

b. If the decision is made to request the assistance of the Massachusetts 

National Guard, then the Chief of Police, or in their absence, next highest 

ranking police official available shall make the request for assistance 

through the Mayor of Northampton to the Governor of the State of 

Massachusetts.  

 

2. In the event that the National Guard is activated to assist in an emergency 

situation within the City of Northampton, the Chief of Police shall appoint a 

liaison officer to coordinate all joint Law Enforcement/National Guard 

activities until such time as the emergency situation no longer exists. The 

liaison officer should be a ranking police official with authority to make 

command decisions in the absence of the Chief of Police or their designee. 

     

 

 


